
             HelenaÕs Hometown Cross Country Ski Club Built a Barn! 
Monetary/other donations Commitment Requested by January 10th, 2024  

Equipment Barn at MacDonald Pass - We’ve Come a Long Way …. Your Support is Requested ! 

In 2019 the Board began dreaming about the possibility of building a grooming equipment barn on MacDonald Pass to 
store our snowmobiles, track vehicle and grooming implements. Historically, we have had to haul all of our equipment off the Pass at the end 
of the season and have stored it on club members’ property. We’ve been grateful to have that option but the equipment has never been 
stored under shelter and is exposed to weather elements year-round. Additionally, when something breaks or needs maintenance, we have 
had to haul it off the Pass and into town because we haven’t had an electrical hookup that would allow us to operate tools. 
  

In 2020 we began to explore the idea in earnest and in 2021 we put out our first bids. Things moved slowly because of the pandemic 
but we finally signed a contract and in summer of 2022 construction began. In order to stabilize the Microwave Road so trucks could access 
the barn site, we hired a local contractor who hauled rocks and gravel in and installed drainage culverts. We had multiple delays due to the 
wet summer weather and were required to make a design change on the barn at the last minute because of high groundwater. Our original 
bid estimates in 2021 came in around $75k. As we sign off on the final project in October 2023, the final total is $154,473. This is a big lift for 
a small, volunteer-based club that relies solely on the generosity of our members and community as well as Forest Service grants to fund 
our activities.  

We have always maintained a healthy budget and have endeavored to be fiscally thoughtful. However, we could not have anticipated the 
additional trail work, design changes required, or the significant cost increase of raw building material. We moved forward, and are 
absolutely thrilled to have a dry, secure facility to store our equipment and tools and, when needed, conduct repairs and maintenance right 
on site. We plan to host a “barn-warming” party for our club members and supporters early in 2024 and we hope to see you there. Thank you 
for considering!    

  

August 2023                                      October 2023 

http://lcnsc.org/about/donate-online/


 

We groom about 14 kilometers of trails at MacDonald Pass throughout the winter months, and, when conditions allow, about 4 kilometers of 
track at Bill Roberts Golf Course in Helena. Both are groomed for both classic and skate skiing, and skiing is free at both locations! Cross 
country skiing is growing in popularity in the Helena area amongst locals and visitors to our area. Mac Pass typically averages 6,000 skier 
days per year (Dec - April), and in 2023 skiers used the trails over 6,700 times. Similarly, hundreds of skiers took advantage of this year's 
early winter and good conditions to ski at the Golf Course.  

Youth Skier Program 

We organize free instructional classes for kids (ages 3-12) to have fun in the snow and learn skiing basics.  

 Please contact Club President Laura Cunningham at 406.860.9617, or Board member Robert Ray at 406.475-1562 
should you have questions.  Thank you!  

https://lcnsc.org/macdonald-pass/
https://lcnsc.org/macdonald-pass/
https://lcnsc.org/golf-course/
https://lcnsc.org/golf-course/
http://lcnsc.org/youth-program-2023/


             HelenaÕs Hometown Cross Country Ski Club Built a Barn! 
Sponsorship Package - Commitment Requested by November  10th, 2023 for raffle items 

Monetary/other donations Commitment Requested by January 10th, 2024  

!! Donate Online !!

Benefit of Sponsorship/ 
Return On Investment 

Summit Sponsor 

$5000+ 

Barn Builder 
Sponsor 
$2500+ 

MacDonald 
Pass Sponsor  
$1000+ 

Friends of 
LCNSC 
$500+ 

Raffle 
Sponsor  
$100+

Acknowledgement on 
Equipment Barn - Sign 
visible to all trail users 
 

! Logo + Company/
Individual Name

! Logo

Website Recognition  ! Logo + Company/
Individual Name

! Logo !

Acknowledgement in 
Club Press Release

! ! ! !

Acknowledgement Invite 
to Barn Warming event 
in early 2024

! ! ! !

Social Media 
Recognition 

! ! ! ! !

Acknowledgement in 
Newsletter/Email to club 
members 

! ! ! ! !

http://lcnsc.org/about/donate-online/

